


Protect your home. Keep it safe, keep it locked

 
 
 
 

Safety Checklist

• 	 I’ve checked that all the doors and windows are 		
	 locked - even if I’m only popping out for a minute.

• 	I’ve fitted deadlocks to all outside doors. (Burglars 	
	 hate them because you need a key to open them 	  
	 from the inside as well as the outside).

• 	I’ve made sure that neither my house keys nor my 	
	 car keys are in sight or easy reach of my windows 	
	 or doors and that I don’t keep them in an obvious 	
	 place within the house.

• 	I’ve fitted key-operated locks to all the windows. 		
	 (Burglars don’t like having to break glass because of 		
	 the noise it makes and the risk of leaving forensic 		
	 evidence).

• 	I’ve installed a visible burglar alarm and I turn it on 	
	 whenever I leave the house. (Visible alarms and 		
	 good outside lighting put burglars off but make sure  
	 that your security lights are positioned out of reach  
	 of a burglar and that they don’t disturb your			 
	 neighbours).

• 	I haven’t hidden my spare keys outside, or in the 		
	 garage or shed. (Burglars always look there).

• 	I leave the lights and the radio on a timer for the 	  
	 evening when I’m out, so that it looks like I’m in. 		
	 (You can buy a timer for as little as £2 from DIY 		
	 shops). If it’s dark outside, I also draw the curtains.

 
 
• 	 I’ve made sure thieves can’t get into the rear garden 	
	 - there’s a good fence and the side gate is sturdy and 	
	 padlocked (so it will take more than a good kick to get 	
	 through it). The garden shed is also locked.

• 	I haven’t left any ladders or tools outside, which 	  
	 someone could use to get into the house.

• 	I’ve made sure that valuables, like laptops, can’t be 	
	 seen from the window.

• 	If I’m going on holiday, I’ve arranged for a friend 		
	 or neighbour to collect the post and put the  
	 bins out.

Home Security Tip 1 
Getting insurance is cheaper than paying out a small 
fortune to replace your stolen belongings. At the very 
least get cover for your most valuable possessions, 
such as your computer, TV and jewellery. Remember: 
if you don’t lock your house, your insurance may not 
cover you.

Home Security Tip 2 
Mark important and expensive possessions with 
SmartWater, or similar property marking system, or,  
as a minimum, write your postcode and house number 
on them using a security marker pen. Keep a record 
of make, model and serial number of all electrical 
equipment.

Home Security Tip 3 
Make sure your new security measures (such as 
window locks) don’t block your fire escape route 
and that you can get out of the house as quickly as 
possible. Fit a smoke alarm and test it regularly.  
Make sure you have an escape plan and that everyone 
in your household knows it.  ❏�



 

�

The Safer Community Team has 
recently been strengthened by the 

appointment of PC Rob Wells as the 
County Council funded officer for the 
Chipping Campden community, which 
includes Ebrington, Mickleton, Weston-
sub-Edge and Willersey. Rob has been 
stationed here in the North Cotswolds 
for ten years and moves over from his 

response car role. Prior to that,  
he was the driver of the Mobile Police 
Station and will, I’m sure, be known to 
many of you. His appointment means 
that PC Caroline Paxford is now free 
to concentrate on her work within 
the Moreton community, instead of 
covering both.  ❏

Safer Community Team Update

Ihope that you 
are still receiving 

Watchword 
messages, either 
direct from the NW 
Office or via your 
local Co-ordinator 
and that you are 
finding them useful 
and informative.

Don’t forget that 
you can listen again 
to any messages 
that you may 
have missed by 
telephoning 01242 
276766. This is an 
automatic service 
and, as soon as it 
is answered, enter 
the number 1521. 
Do not wait for the 
recorded response 
to end before 
doing so. The last 
ten messages will 
then be replayed 
to you in reverse 
chronological order 
(but, thankfully, 
you can stop them 
at anytime by 
terminating the  
call!).  ❏

Watchword 
Messages

In mid-January, an elderly resident 
in the Bourton-on-the-Water area 

received a call from a very insistent 
female caller, who persuaded her 
to agree to an appointment with a 
representative selling fitted kitchens. 
The salesman duly arrived at 7.30pm 
and spent a considerable time at the 
house. After two and a half hours, the 
householder felt obliged to agree to 
his recommendation that she purchase 
a new ‘fitted kitchen’, comprising 
four base units, a sink and three wall 
cupboards, at a cost of £9,400. She also 
signed a loan agreement for a period of 

eight years, which meant that, over the 
period of the loan, some £20,000 would 
have been payable!

Fortunately, the householder’s 
neighbours learned what had happened 
the next day and immediately assisted 
her through the cancellation process 
and notified the local Neighbourhood 
Watch group. The matter has now 
been referred to Trading Standards for 
further investigation.

Oh yes, the name of the company - 
Space Kitchens.  ❏

High-Pressure Sales Warning


